
ALMA RECORD. guitar were exquisitely handled, dis-
coursed a choice and heart-touchin- g

accompaniment to his plaintive, beau-
tiful song, as he concluded:

"Maldrn, fair, oh. prlthse listen,
Listen to my Ule ot lore,

Wtiile the moonbeams rllsten
TLrouKU the omnjje-it-ente- grove,

l.cs us wander, lady bright.
Hv the moon's Ml' silver light,
NfHtli the ahadow of the grwve

Lady, listen to ray love!''
'1st hit." said a roice near tho

singer at this moment, and, turning
quickly round, Kodolpho observed his
faithful I'ierre advancing stealthily,
ami motioning him to retire within the
shadow of the wall.

What!" exclaimed the Count, en-

raged. "Would )ou rob me of every
ducat?'

"No, good Count Donati, no; I havo
onlv asked the loan of tvyenty thous-
and ducats one half of which I have
rece.ved of you. lint. Count, my time
is money; and urn have unnecessarily
delayed my schemes; so 1 shall charge
v on for the detention. Givo me, then
twentv thousand ducats, in addition to
what I have received, and I cry quits
with vou not el-o- . however, by St.
Muik!"

"Never!" cried Donati; "never will
I submit to such extortion."

"Extortion! Come, 1 do not like
such words. Who put this gold iu

your grasp? Who aided and backed
vou in vour plans to gain what you en-

joy? Who risked Ins life and limbs
hundreds of times to defend and en-

rich Bernardo, now the lordlv
"

to leavo bis house again alive to relate
any suspicious stories. Moreover, ho
believed, if he thould pay bis prusont,
demand, that Kodolpho would find oc-

casion to come-again- . He hod been
out of thit sort of practice, for two
yoars; but the time had been when the
shedding of ini:o cut blood did not an-

noy hi conscience, anil he was now
fully equal to the task of jdac-lh- what
ho deemed his enemy out of tiie wa' .

Hut it w as nceo. -- iVy for Couut Do-

nati to move with caution in this un-

dertaking. In the lirst place, he knew
the character of Count Claudio, and he
therefore knew that his life would not.
be sold without a struggle. In a hand-to-han- d

contest, Count Donati very
well knew who would be likely to con-

quer. So be must de-tro- y him as ho
slept, or fail in his purpose. Such, then,
was his intent as he emerged in the
darkness from his own private apart-
ment.

Securing an old leathern purse, ho
drop ed into it a respectable amount
of gold; and moving up silently to the
bedroom, of h's slaves, he entered
one of them ami slipped the bag of
gold beneath the pillow t f Copo, who
was snoring away Iutily, little sus-

pecting the perpetration of auyevil in
the vicin ty. Ketiirning as became he
halted at l be. door f Kodolpho's eham-bet- l.

The light was extinguished, and
all was silent. So far well for his
plan. He gently tried the door, but,
it was fastened on the inside. This was
unlucky; but Count Donati had caused
this room to be built and arranged to
suit his own ennvonienee, and he knew
how to enter it by another way.

AK this maneuvering occupied time,
however: and lest he should cause
alarm, the hardened ingrate was

ArTTIX A MTTLi: WHIM!.

There U a tran;e, w,et solace in tb
thought

Ttiut nil tlio woe we suffer Li ra below
May, an a dark and M Ictuu Kurmeut wrought

For ut t ' weur, brtl cr we will or no,
Ik cat k.ue, wltU a rellevluj- - umilo,

After a little while.

No mortal roaming but huth certain end;
Though far unto the oct-a- juices gray

We sail uul mil, without a ihart for friend,
A hove the sky line, lient and far away,

Then 1iiii ut lust the one haut'd Isle,
After it little while.

Oh, when our cares come thronging thick and
fllfct

With more of anguish than the heart can
I ear,

Though Mend dei-crt- , ami, as tho heeJle.-- a

Mast,
r.Ven love jia.--s by us with stony utare.

Let lb withdraw Int smce luait'd pile,
Or louely fcrc-- t tlfle

And contemplate the never-ceasin- change.
Wlicreliy t'le jrocecs nf (iotl are wrought,

And iro ii our petty lives our souls
Till. I; t'letl in currents of exaltetl thought,

We fed the rest that must our carta beguile.
Alter u little v ld!e !

rn.n r iiavi: iii:i:n.

No n.cr, r.ie embowered and bright,
l'ale memory tiing her jm rtal freo

To fairy of golden light
And hi.irkiCH of the summer sea.

Ti e aiclics tru n are overgrow u,
Tl e tit llNed vines are sere aud thin,

W here through the u marks aloue
The shadows of the Might Have Been.

Wl,i n once the jocunl hours in troo;s
S; d lightly on. w ith jest and lauh,

Ti e jiiliTi im fer.n of sorrows stoop.
Ami falter eu his feeble staff.

Park care a muttering sits,
And folly, hun in I and with sin.

o'er the threshold tilt
To mock u with the Might Have Been.

From ruined tower ami shattered fane,
Kcgrct, the solemn raven croaks,

And messengers of pain,
IU at the dull air with ceaseless strokes.

The fabd gulfs we blin 11 v crossed
Agalu in all their woe are seen,

An pliuutmii of the loved and lost
S.nilc sadly irom tin- - Might Have Been.

Close, .Memory, elwe thy gay.
And o'er my soul oblivion east.

Or send iliirk tears to Mot away
Tic vlslus of the hitter at!

Wild, wild re;re's, t ut nil iu vain,
For the sur nn,' we mav win!

Oh. spri t Me-- . heritage or J aiu
The i,nra s i of the Might Have Been.

'J HE WOJIAS IK RED
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nati slumbered, and ho hoped to ob-

tain his gold on the following day.
Little did he surmise w hat was in store
for him within tho next few hours.

Kernardo continued to doze in Ms
chair. The dogj hail been destroyed
already. Franeesca had retired to her
boudoir, but sleep was furthest from
her eyelids. The old German cloc k in
the great hall of the house struck the
midnight hour, ami a low whistle wa:
quickly heanl below the travelcr't
window.

In Vistant the light was extin-gui.she-

the sash was softly raised, a
ladder fell aga'ust the wall ami Count
Claudio desrei t! it afi ly to the ground.

"Now, Pier.e." he said, "the gui-tar- .'

"It is here, captain.'
"Good. Ketiie, Pierre; hut remain

within call."
The attendant fell ba-- k. ami Kodol-

pho disappeared alone beneath the
shadow of the mansion.

C1IA1TKK XXI.
TIIK SKilll's KVK.NTS.

When Count Ciau lio took leave of
Franeesca before he re ir d, it will be
recollected that an uiiuual emotion
was suddenly cxldb"!e I by that lady,
who. as he wen oii: si ig;ered back .n
astonishment at a diovory she sud-

denly made. F vaa s mrular fact;
but as he pre e i. d h s liai.d to her sha
saw upon h s Ii: gr rimj
and w hen the door clo-- t tl behind him
as he weut out, she also a
small note in In r bat.d. siihscril o I iu
the same hand writ ng i! at a rciotis
one had been, and wli e i was d reeled
to he self.

Koth these cir. unis! mccs were cu-

rious, but both o: tiom we e quickly
unraveled as Nao i:i tq e cd the note,
and lead as fellow-- :

CilAintiN ; Do not be sur-

prised that t '.e h :u'i!e magician should
ri'so t to Mi li a as this to i om-niu-

ate with o aftcyour kii.d
to his lirst appeal.

"Ah. la ly. you cannot conce've tho
joy vvh eh that brief sentence
ha treated iu the stranger's
heart. We had met before, and you
will not have forgotten Claudio. who
years ago had the to fall
under our disjde nor him, per-
haps, who had th honor of meeting
you, at an oppor.uii' moment, when
your personal safety was endangered.

"The po ir ne r inaucer. the dusty
traveler, your fotlun itc deliverer from
peril, ami Count ( lau lio, aie one ar.d
the same per on. Do not start at this
annotm cnn n':a!lsiia!l Unsatisfactorily
cp!a;iici to In vour palm giove,
n ar your favorite grant me an
interview w t i yon Trust
all to the honor of him vvh i loves you
with ndorat on. and know me only for
the presi nt as "Yours devotedly,

KoiMii.riio."
Thrice did Fram'esc.i peruse that

s'ng d.ir note; :.n I as its contents were
!) ii g digeted in her mind, she could
s arc, ly bring hcrsel, to realize that
the halt o'" it v. a trie. She had not
forgotten the galla t some
one hal rende'-e- l.er a cw day j re-- v

ions y during a morning ride, when
her hor.e hail I unman igeabie,
and her servant wa. not in attendance
as usual upon her. She reineinb. r'd
that act with tie- - dee; es' gratitude;
and, v be ) she t otii'dimeiit" I the gen-
tleman vv ho loul so bravely s rv e I heron
that by liding a a d spcrate
gallop to her reii f (her alfrv having
taken fr'ght, and dashed oil" at full
speed With her ;:gaillt lu-- will)
he overtook her, endeavored in va;n to
check her crazy sttei. and linally
lifted her in safety from her saddle to
the ground, at tl probably saved her
life when France ev thanked the
stranger with h r whole heart for his
gallantry, sh 1 ttle dreamed that she
should meet with h'm again so soon
atid, least of all. under the present
circumsta rices.

Kodolpho was li n in search of old
Djna'i. and be had traced him to the
v if in ty of the place vvi ere he chanced
to meet with I rancesea who was

her customary morning ride,
w hen the ab ve a c'dent i ed. She
invited the ge tleiiiaii to return to her
guardian's mau:on, only three miles
distant, the dwell ng f Count Donati.
'I his put Conn C.i:ii lio at o ice upon
the right scent; but he was not fien
well prepared t meet his former

ate. II Soft Fian escrt iu charge
of one of her neighbor-- who was pass-
ing at the time, and then galloped
away in an oppiVtc d rect'on. Very
soon tiftervvar !. howe.er, th" dusty
traveler called upon tiie Count on oth-
er busiiie-s- . Franceses did not then
recognize him; but now she saw it all.

As we have already stated, the hour
of mitln ght had struck, and Count
Donati st.H reposed iu his library.
The young moon threw a pale l'ght
over "the garden and foliage which sur-
rounded the dwelling of the old Count;
Claud o had escaped from his
slee ng apartment. and, at-

tended by one of his faithful
followers, was nofr quietly and softly
wending his way to the upper wing of
the villa, fronting along the outward
walk that led to the vinery, guitar in
hand, for tlo puipoo of offering his
signoreta a trii ute iu song, at which
he was as accomplished as in most or-

dinary affairs.
A midnight serenade was so common

a matt r in Ihe vicinity of Donati's
habitation, that had ho'overhcard it,
ho would only he cursed the singer
or s'nei's that some other night had
not been chosen for their compliments
to Franee-ca- , rather than have sup-
posed it singular. Hut ho still slept,
and heard nothing.

Franet'sea had not retired. She had
again pern f 1 that letter, and her

h art bade her respond to it
without hesitation; but her maidenly
pride and feelings of fcmalo delicacy
forbade her to be too hasty. She
thought of Count Donati; she turned
over in her mind all the chances, good
and bad that seerued to present them-selve- s;

she reflected upon her present
j osition and her future hopes; she be-- I

eved that she was deeply in love
that she was as deeply beloved; and
she strove to argue herself into the be-

lief that such a meeting might not be
indecorous or Improper under n lit he cir-
cumstances. While shtt thus pondered,
the midnight hour struck, and she was
on the point of throwing her veil upon
her shoulders to repair to tier own pri-
vate bower beyond the terrace, when
her motions were arrested by the
sound of a guitar beneath her lattice-windo-

the cords of which were cti-dent-

swept by a msster-hand-.

Naomi retired instantly to a divan
in the recess of the window, where
her form was hidden in shadow be-

neath the heavy draj cry, anil where,
unobserved, che could listen to Ihe
serenade. In tender, passionate strains
of vocal sweetness, soft and gentle,
but manlv and noble In sentiment, tho
singer told his ttory to his fair ina-
morata. He recounted the dangers of
his life, bis happy adventure, his for-
tunate meetinj; with Italy's fairest
dattfthter andyhilt the strings of his

f ACT AND FANCY.

The Ktw York llercdd will pay
000 a year rent for a now uptown e.

About a dozen Knglish spaiio-v- s

havo taken up their abode in Pickett,
S. C

Twenty ounces of gold dust were
the result of a monthi work ff oae
man in the Hassavampa ylaivrs, near
Prescott, Arizona.

The lovo of notoriety is illustrated
iv & Gilmer county, Ceorgian, man
who claims to havo haudled rails that
Abraham Lincoln split.

The Lecsburg (Va.) Washing Ionian
has been published seventy-nin- e years,
and its present editor has been on duty
as such for thirty-five- - years.

In tho course of a recent Montana
cattle caso a cowboy testified that "a
marverick is somebody else's calf
that yon get your brand on first.

An effort willbo made te secure a stat
ue of ex President Pierce, to be plr.ced
iu thecapitol park at Concord, N. II.,
as a companion to that of Daniel Web-
ster.

A farmer in Marion county, Florida,
has ICo acres planted in watermelons,
which he expects will yield 448,800
melons, at the rate of three melons to
a vine.

California has produced $760 000,-00- 0

in gold out of a total of 1,207,- -
000. 000 worth of gold deposited in tho
mints for coining since their organ-
ization in 173.

Fish aro dying in large numbers In
Sutter lake, near Sacramento, Cal.,
and their death is atriouted to an over
supply of food furnished in the shape
of grasshoppers.

Secret-societ- y skeletons, that will
stand the racket of tho sroat's attacks
as well as any, cost about $30 each.
They pro nearly all imported from
foreign catacombs.

The Californians are a patrotic peo-
ple. Four hundred dollars has al-

ready been subscribed at tho little
town of Donnieville toward the Fourth
of July celebration.

An express train recently made the
run from Yuma to Tucson Arizona,

miles, in six hours ami twenty-liv- e

minutes, beating all previous rec-
ords over that line.

The Union Leauge club of New York
city has contributed --'.oi) to the
Hartholdi statute pedestal fund, and
promises to double the amount. The
grand total is now over Sto,ooo.

Complaint of the pollution of the
national capital's water is still being
made. Tim Waxhimjlon Xtur avers
that the water drawn from any spigot
or hydrant in that city has an offensive
smeil.

Snapping-turtle- s aro contrary crea-
tures. When in captivity they aro so
delicato that they are liable to die at
at any time. Hut if their heads are
cut oil' they will live for an incredibly
long time.

Tho San Francisco board of educa-
tion asks for an appropriation of about
$1,000,000 for tho year beginning July
1, and of that suni'less than $70,000 is
for teachers salaries, while over $43,
000 is for janitors' salaries.

"Suppose," said an examiner to a
student in engineering, "you bad built
an engine yourself, performed every
part of the work without assistance,
and knew that it was in complete
order, but, when put on the road, the
pump would not draw water, what
would you do?" "I should look into
tho tank and ascertain if there waa
any water to draw," replied tho stu-
dent.

Two of the bidders for tho govern-
ment envelope contract, on their way
from Holyoke to Washington, were
talking over the situation with much
assumed candor. It was readily agreed
that, as the bids had been registered,
there could be no risk in comparing
notes; so each promised to mark his
bid on paper and pass it over. Hoth
scratched away, tho papers were ex-

changed, and both were blank! Each
weasel counted on the somnolent con-
dition of the other.

A socialistic society called the Har-
monists, at Economy, Pa., near Pitts-
burgh, which once numbered thirteen
hundred members, has dwindled to
thirty. Tho survivors are all ags, and
none" ot them will probably be alive
ten years hence. The property of the
society is estimated at fully $1,000,000
for each member, aud what will be the
final disposition of it is kuown only to
a small circle. It is said that many ot
the members havo not handled a penny
in their lives, and would not know a
piece of money if they saw it."

They get ready for camp-meetin-

in a businesslike way down in Texas.
It will be noticed that in the following
extract from The liatrop Advertiser
nothing is said about the preaching,
but this was probably an oversight:
"Immense preparations are being made
for Maj. Pen ii s camp-meetin- g, which
begins in Hill's prairie on tho 1st of
July. August Albrecht will run a
restaurant, lemonade, aud
soda-founta- on the grounds a build-
ing now being erected for that purpose
fortv feet in width by seventy in
depth."

Of oue of the navy chaplains The.
Christian Adrocatu relates that he has
been on leave now for something more
than two years. For the past six
months ho has regularly supplied a
pulpit in a certain church, and has re-

cently accepted a call from that church
for ono year. Ho makes no secret of
his distaste for work in tho navy, and
has often said that he only wishes to
keep along for eight or nine years
more, when he hopes to be retired,
and to be able, in the meantime, to
draw his pay w ithout the liability to
bo called cm 'duty. According to his
own account he has not been at sea
for four years, and has been on leave
most of the time. He is a robust man,
in the enjoyment of excellent health.
He draws Sl.yixj a year, and does
nothing for it, while he is paid $300
or $G0u for preaching.

The province of New Hrunswick has
a new law, directed against tho prac-
tices of campers, to whose thought-
less, unconcern many destructive con-
flagrations have been due. It is
ordered that every person who,

May 1 and 'Dec. 1, may start u
lire in or near a forest, for the pur-
pose of cooking or obtaining warmth,shall select a place In which there is
tho smallest quantity of vegetable
matter, dead wood, branches, brush-
wood, dry leaves, or resinous trees;
shall clear tho p'.aeo by removing all
combustibles from tho soil within a
ratlrus of live feet from the fire, and
shall exercise every reasonable pre- -
caution to prevent tho lira from
spreading, and carefully extinguishthe same before quitting the place.
Any person who throws down a burn-
ing substance or discharges a firearm
within any forest shall bo subject to
punishment if he omits to extinguishUm embers before leaving the tpnt

C M. Fleming Edi r o J I"r .

ALliA, MICH

TIMELY ToriCS.
(iKNK.UA I. i'n AM sllpp rted enthu-

siastically ileut to sei-nr- intimate
cummer i ll relations between the
United States and Mexico, lie had

great fait u in th material progress of
our sister Kepub'.ie, and wished to seo
American enterprise t:ik full advan-

tage of its opportunity to control tho
Mexican markets. A year ago lu- - said
in an interview: "I have no doubt that
tlu' dcvclopenicnt that will tak place
in Mcxi.o will be a rapid in the future
as it was on our own Pacific Coast w hen
we liist aequ ml it. and I want to see
the relations between that country and
ours the most cordial of any nations in
tho world. If they aiv not so it will bo
our own fault. Wo should do every"
thing to secure the confidence of the

people of Me ieo The more prosper-
ous the Mexican p'o do are the better
pleased wo shall be, and the more it
will add to our individual interests."
To General Grant was largely duo tho
credit for the successful negotiation of

a reciprocity i reaty with Mexico. That
reaty is a dead 1 tter, owing to the

failure of congress to give it life by
necessary legislation But there is little
re as in to doubt that, on the whole, the
Grant treaty with Mexico would vastly
promote our trade in interests beyond
the Hio Grande. The matter will un-

doubtedly be brought up for considera.
tion at the coming session of congress.

Whf.ke lie the bones of Columbus --

in Cuba, or in San Domingo? Seven or

eight ears ago it was announced that
the people of Sail Domingo had dieo
ered that the bones supposed to be those
of Columbus, which had been conveyed
to Havana with great pomp, were spuri-
ous bones and that the genuine bones
still lay in Dominican soil. With the
view of settling this point in dispute,
the government of San Ponrngo has
invited a ;arge number of savants to at-

tend an international congress, which
will open in the capital of that republic
on the 10 h of September next. 'Hie

government will submit to the judg-
ment of this congress its proofs that
San Domingo possesses the only bones

of Columbus in existence.

Thk ruins of a deserted village may
be seen in southern New .Jersey, some
five miles distant from the coast. The
place was the Utopian dream of .lames
D. Allaire, a wealthy visionary, who
built it about lSlo, embodying various

reformatory and socialistic ideas. He
intended that it should bo a manu-

facturing center, wit'i stores where the
inhabitants could buy at low prices,
and with schools for tin? higher educa-
tion of all the children. The enterprise
was a quick and total failure. The
walls of the factories are tumbled down
and overgrown, and a cracked bell lies

at the foot (i the steeple from w hich i

fell years ago.

All words of Grant will now bo treas-
ured. The following extra-:- from a

letter fittingly illu trates the broad

catholicity of the man: 4 Let us all

labor to add all needful guarantees tor
the more perfect security of free thought.
free spee.h and free press, pure morals
unfettered religious sentiments and of

equal rights and privileges to Ml men

irrespective of nationality color or '

religion Encourage free schools, and
resolvo that not one tbdlar of money
appropriated to their support, no mat"
ter how raised shall be ap.ropriatd
to tho support of any sectarian school "

IIk.pouts from Spain indicate that
thunder storms largely increase the

mortality from cho era. This phenom-
enon has been noticed many times dur-

ing previous visitations of cholera. The

cooling and purilieatiiei of the air by
thunder storms no dou t chock the

spread of cholera, and are beneficial to

such patients as survive: but the c

of the air, or some other un-

known cause, prostrates persous whose

bodies are already tilled with the germs
of the plague, and causes many to die

who are caught i i the critical stage of

the disease.

TltK funeral of Gen. Grant in New
York wa the most grand and imposi g
pageant ever known in this country,
aHkc in the numbers in the immense

procession, the richness and profiwnes
of the m urning decorations, the mili

tary and naval display and the va-- t

concourse of spectators gathered f oin
all parts of the country. Th day was

observed in all the cities and towns of

tho country even to the poorest ham-

lets, with appropriate decorations and

public ceremonies.

Montana objects to being passed b

without notice, inasmuch as she b

over 'JJ,0X),0M) acres within her boun

ilaries, of which 70,mm,rfM are line

lands, suitable for ngiiculture or graz-

ing. Nearly :.'),ihh),ooo are mountain

ous, but among these UO.OnO.M 0 acres

are located pome of the richest mining
camps in the world.

July has been a fatal month for
Presidents and John
Adams ami Thomas Jefferson died July
4, 18:)l;Tavlor, July '., 1 .'(), while in
office, and "Grant, .luly W, 18.r, while
Garfield received his death wound upon
tho 2d of tho same month, 11.

Tn old house on Kort street, Detroit,
which was tho home of (Jen. Grant
when be was lieutenant in tho Fourth
IJ. 8. infantry In 1H.V), has been heavily
and elegantly draped in mourning. M

has been photographed sinco it wii
drapod.

"There is some one stirring-fell- ow tho old
himself, 1 think," said Pierre,

iu a low voice. "I watched a light
moving at the ' further end of the
building a few moments since, and
noticed it was carried in the direction
of your sleeping room. The old count
will miss you. Captain."

"How can he? the door is fastened."
"Kxactly; but 1 thought to caution

yon."
"Thanks for your promptness. I

will be careful. Vou may retire.
I'ierre; but be near me. Where is An-toin- e,

ami the rest?"
"In the 1

"How many are we?"
"Twelve iu all. Captain."
"It is well."
Scarcely had this brief dialogue

passed, win ii a l'ght rustling at the
window of the piazza behind him ar-
rested Kodo'pbo's attention, and a
veiled ligure stepped lightly out upon
the walk. In a moment longer that
figure disuppeaied beneath the shade
ot the vine-eh- i I arbor, and in the next
Kodolpho was k'leeling at Franccsca's
feet.

"Lady," he sa;d, as he seized her
snowy hand, "a thousand thousand
times, in one sentence, let me thank
you for your condescension. You have
taken from my heart a load of fear
that even Kodolpho could not longer
bear; and 1 owe you life and joy for
the permission thus to kneel at your
feet and swear eternal honor and fealty
to you, Franccsca, the beautiful the
only woman to whom lever bowed the
knee."

The rapturous manner of utterance
which characterized this brief but
earnest tl though it was sub-
dued in a cautious tone, lest there
might be Mime other listener to it. was
highly flattering to the sensitive heart
and romantic disposition of the beauty
thus as-- a led: but Naomi contrived to
deport herself with becoming grace
under the peculiar circumstances-- .

"Signor." she aid, "we are strang-
ers."

"Say not this, .vvect Naomi," ar-

dently icspondcd Kodolpho: "say
rather that Fortune has again thrown
us together, that our cup of joy should
be lille 1 to the brim at once."

"Kise. Signor Kodolpho." continued
Naomi, "and be calm. It scarcely be-li- ts

an honorable lady's reputation thus
to meet at midnight, and hold converse
with one of whom she knows so little.
Kut Francest a rejoices to say to him
whom she now permits to kneel to
her, that an unknown passion guides
her. I'util we meet again, Kodolpho,
the world was blank tome in compari-
son. You have stormed the citadel
like a valiaut soldier, and you may de-

serve to occupy the heart that until
now has proved invulnerable."

"Thanks, sweet Naomi; ten thousand
thanks for words like these. Hut we
must be strangers no longer, ami you
shall see how deserving I will be of
your love. Hut not now, Naomi; at
some other lifting opportunity all shall
be explained. Sulhcc it. that fate pre-
sented me the opportunity of being
serviceable to yo i, and by that means
subsequently brought me nearer to
you. Sutiice it. that I love you with
an ardor that words are incapable of
describing: and let me promise vou
by all that possess, by all that 1 hold
sac-re- in 1 fe. by my fortune, my hon-
or, my l.fe that my intents and hopes
and ob'ects are your happiness, now
ami hen alter."

Thus passed nearly an hour. The
lioneye-- words of the eloquent ami
passionate lover sunk deeply into the
heart of the beautiful girl to whom bo
addressed them: and when they parted
Naomi permitted her gallant to raise
her hand to his lips. Kodolpho was
in rapture. Naomi was happy in the
consciousness of being thus loved, and
the interview ended with a promise to
meet again at an early hour.

The magician's professional busi-
ness at (icnoa was completed. He ap-

peared there no more.
As stealthily us he left his sleeping-roo-

so did the traveler return to it.
Pierre was at hand with the light scal-

ing ladder, on which Kodolpho mount-
ed once more to his room intending to
remain quietly till morning, awaiting
Count Donati's action in regard to the
anticipated loan which he had prom-
ised, to be paid on the next day at
noon.

Say to Antoine," observed Kodol-

pho, as he was about to descend to his
chamber, "that I shall not need his
services, probably, with the men; and
he may retire to the wood at Concha,
where I will meet him
night."

"Yes. Captain."
"Ar.d let them get away slowly

hence, to a?o'd observance, as they
came. Kefore daylight they can havo
all retired, by twos or three. Hid An-

toine bring up the n ar."'
"I comprehend."
"Good night, I'ierre."
"Adieu, Captain." said his compan-

ion, as Kodolpho sprang through tho
broad window lightly, and reached his
sleeping apartment again.

"Curse those love-sic- k swains, say
I!' muttdred Count Donati, an hour
previously, as he awoke from his nap
and looked al out h'm; for the conclu-
sion of Kodolpho' s song was just audi-
ble, in its tone and burden. "Con-
found those fellows! they are eternally
singing to Franeeca about her eyes
and ht-- mouth ami her beautiful locks.
Had I that fellow now by the ears, I

would compel him to sing another
tune, or I am not Kernardo.'

This was but a momentary passion,
however; for Count Donati was well
aware that such serenades were by no
means extraordinary in the vicinity of
his premises, though, he very little sus-

pected who was tho performer on this
occasion.

Arousing him-el- f from the stupor in-

to which he was wont to relapse, what-
ever be might have to tlo, or of howev-
er great consequence was his subse-

quent business.hc arose at last and ap-
proached a cloet beyond him, from
which he drew forth a poniard, and
then placing a huge pistol in his
breast, he moved softly out into tho
corridor.

His mind was made up. He had re-

solved not to pay Kodolpho another
ducat, and he deemed it safer for his
own future weal that his former lieu-

tenant, who. he believed, was the only
one in the clan who knew of bis pres-
ent whereabouts, should not be suffered

Count Douati was silent; for th; old
days came back to his memory when
lie had been in worse predicaments
than this, and had contrived to escape
unscathed. His m ud. which had been
inactive for many a long month, was
now glancing at ihe chauees in his fa-f-

iu th's uncomfortable emergency,
ami he mado no reply.

lie had alread parted with ten
thousand ducats. The price of silence
on the patt of Kodolpho was twenty
thousand more. This was too much.
He had determined not to pay it.
When this was obtained, ho saw that
he wa just as much in the power of
Count t laudio for evil as ever; and
he would avoid the pecuniary penalty.

Tim Fon was roue.l. The cunning
of Count Donati. which had lain dor-
mant for year-- , since there hail been
no occasion f ir its exerc'se. was once
more iu active motion within him; and
he very quickly d e de I upon his future
course in the matter.

"Turning aga;n to Kodolpho, he
said: "At leat. Count Claud o, you
must a fiord me time to obtain this
money."

"Kali!" replied. Kodolpho. at once,
"would you attempt Mich trilling with
me, Kernardo? Think yo ithat I shall
give you cine and leisure to betray
mo, instead of fuliilliug . our promise?
No. no!"

The coimtcnam'e of Count Donati
fell, for he was eu'lty in his own heart;
but he quicklv rallied and asked with
some ft el.ng:

Did lever le'rayvou, Kodolpho?"
'No. Kernardo: be aiie you never

had motive so to do. Circumstances
aro now reversed."

"And you dare not trut me?"
"I tlo n ii fear yo i. Kernardo. but I

cannot !e'av th'-- . m titer. My engage-
ments are t e. enipt ry."

"I niiit have t me,"
"How much will accommodate you,

then?"
"I nt lo-n.- row," sai l Donati.
"At what hour to morrow?"
"At noon."
"You are in e rnest, then, and will

not play me false?" continued Ko-

dolpho. looking into his eyes curi-

ously.
You may rely on me."

"Twenty thousand ducats in Italian
gold at iiooq

"Yes, on my honor."
"It is well. 'I agr. e to that."

In tiie mean ime." continued Do-

nati. calinl.. ' l e my guest. 1 shall ne-

gotiate the money through a friend: I

will not leave you alone, lest you may
Mis, e t my intennoi.s."

"Knoiih," said Kodolpho; "I think
1 may venture to tr.i: yu. lint, mark
me, 1 mu-tnot- derived. Tomor-
row, at the hour of .oon the gold mut
be forthcoming: and if your evil geni-
us should suggo't ' i you, iu the nite-r'ni.t- o

do me injur or play the knave,
again beware! For 1 swear to you,
Kernardo. 1 will not cannot now be
balktd. If you will provide t'ais mon-

ey, I tell you. on mv honor, it shall be
relumed to y.'ti. If you relent and
aim to entrap me. your house shall be
sacked, ami your h ad shall pay the
forfeit for vour perlidy. within the
week e s ling. Do wo understand
each other":"

Tlo-r- is no need of threats. Kodol-

pho: 1 have determined upon my
coiir-e.- "

These were Donati's words; and
shortly afterward the traveler, who
declared he wa- - wear, of his long
journey, partook of a goblet of wine
and some dried fruit, ami was shown
to his -- let ping apartment.

Kodolpho slid. "Good night,
Count." when ihe slave appeared at
the door to conduct him t his loom;
but Donati only moved his head as
the former n tired.

The once robin r eh ef, now the lord-
lv owner of uncounted thousands, the
depraed and wicked-hearte- Kernar-
do. sat alone iu his library half an
hour afterward, vv.lli his he. id resting
betwee.t hi ha id- -, ami his dim but
vicious eves eJari ig fearfully at va
caticy as he un-- lated.

"He has made his lasl sc'iue."
muttered Kernardo mentally, as he
sat there with the cold drops of perspi-
ration trickling through his trembling
and extended hands; "he has drunk his
last dp of wine, he h s ridden the
last journey be will ever ride iu this
world! Fool that he is! Does he for- -

iret that I am ern rdo that I was
KeTinrdo? Well, he may as well die.
as that I 4uii starve. 1 hirt v thous- -

ami III I II' lie iii.n it JOI ins icill- -

erity. I am equal to it yet. Kodolpho
will go h nee no more! '

Sue h was the Italian's resolve; and
though be d d ; ot care to have the
blood of a c uupa lio ; upon his bauds,
yet lie loved hi wealth too Well to
shower gold i ! t Min-- a dupon friend
or foe. He tl le:in .ed to remain in
his pr.vate aptitme it. and when all
was still he vv odd st al to the cham- -

l,t'r ,of M :l M l"'1'"''. him as
he slept. His purse of gold might eas
ily be placed under the pillow of one
of his slaves, and that would exo icr-at- e

him from mho e on: and throwing
himself back iu his easy chair, for the
time the hardene l robber Actually
slept.

While this diabolical plan was being
matured in the mind of Count Donati,
the stranger was busy in his chamber.
.Seating himself at a tame he tlp'W
from his breast a stiletto, which he

i placed before him: and then turning
to his coat pocket, he secured a double
barreled pistol, the priming of which
ho scrutinized with mote than ordina-
ry caution. Then, taking out bis
watch, he glanced at it. and placing
hta light against tho lower pane of
glass in his window, he waited anx-

iously for the hand to point to the
hourof twelve o'clock. The signal
had been previously agreed upon; and
Kodolpho awaited the arrival of a con-
fidant at that hour, who was to furnish
him with a ladder by which to descend
from his chamber; for he had an ap-
pointment which Count Donati little
dreamed of. Kodolpho did not sus-

pect the intentions of Kernardo toward
lilm; but he nevertheless prepared
himself, as he always did, for contin-

gencies lie believed that Count Do

obliged to proceed slowly and cau
tiously.

Half an hour had elapsed, and at
length all was still again. Tho seren-
ade had ceased; the blockhead lover
or crack-braine- d swain, whoever he
was, had gone; the moonlight shone
timidly into the chamber, and sudden-
ly a secret panel in the wall slid noise-

lessly by, and the ligure of an athletic
man passed quietly iuto the apartment
as it slid as quickly back to its place.
It was Count Douati who entered tho
bedroom of Kodolpho.

For an instant the old robber halted
in his tracks, as if his heart misgave
him, or his courage failed kirn at the
last moment. Hut it was too late to
retrace his steps. Kodolpho had be- -,

come importunate. He would rob him
by piecemeal. He knew his secrets;'
he must tlie.

With the crafty step of the panther-h-
advanced to ti.e bedside and threw

back the curtains. His upraised stil-
etto glistened an instant in the moon's
pale rays, ami then descended with a
murderous stroke, lint liudotph'i
not thrri !

TO BE CONTINUED.J

Kcltsbm and Science In a Pack of Cards.
A soldier by the name of Kichard

Lee, was taken before a magistrate in
the old Puritan days of Massachusetts,
for the crime of using cards at meeting.
The sergeaut who had charge of the
company to which the soldier

said that the soldier no sooner
got to meeting, than pulling out a pack
of cards, he spreads them before him.
He lirst looks at one card and then an-
other. The sergeant said: "Kichard,
put up the cards; this is no place for
them." "Nevermind that." said Kich-
ard. When the services were over.tLe
constable took Kichard a prisoner and
brought him before a magistrate, who
said: "Well, soldier, .what have you to
say for your-elf?- " "Much, "sir, I
hope." '"Very good; if not I will pun-
ish vou severely."' "I have," said the
soldier, "neither Hible nor common
prayer book I have nothing but a
pack of cards, and I hope to satisfy
your worship of the purity of my in-

tentions." Then spreading out tho
cards he began with th" ace: "When 1

see the ace it reminds me that there is
but one (lod. When 1 see the two it
reminds me of the father and son.
When I see the three it re-

minds me of the Trinity. When
I see the four it reminds me of
the four Evangelists. When I see tho
live it reminds me of the five wise vir-

gins that trimmed their lamps. When
1 see the six it reminds me that in six
days the Lord ma le the heavens and
earth. When I see the seven it re-

minds me that, on the sevtinlh day,
(lod rested from the great work which
ho had made and hallowed, it. When
I see the eight it reminds me of Noah,
his wife, his three sons and their
wives. Wheu I see the nine it reminds
me of the nine lepers that were
cleansed by our savior. When I see
ten it reminds me of the ten command-
ments. When I see the king it reminds
me of the (ireat King of Heaven. When
I see the queen it reminds me of the
Queen of Sheba, who visited Solomon,
for she was as wiso a w oman as he was
a man. She brought with her fifty
boys and liflv girls. all dressed in boy's
apparel for King Solomon to tell which
were boys ami which were girls. The
king sent for water for them to wash.
The girls washed to the elbows and
the bovs to the wrists: so King Solo-
mon told by that. "Well," said the
magistrate, "you have described everv
card in the pack except the knave'
"I will give your honor a description
of that, too! '1 he greatest knave I
know of is the coustable that
brought me here. Hut still more;
when I count how many spots there aro
in a pack of cards. I find three hun-
dred and sixty-liv- e, as many days as
there are. in a year. When 1 count the
number of cards in a pack I find fifty-tw- o

the number of weeks in a year.
I find there are twelve picture, cards in
a pack, representing tlie number of
months in a year, and on counting tho
tricks I find' thirteen the number of
weeks in a quarter. So you see. a pack
of cards serve for a Hible and almanac,
to a poor fellow who hasn't either."
That soldier was discharged.

An Irishman who was sleeping with
negro all night had his face black-

ened by a practical joker. Starting off
in a hurry in the morning, he caught
sight of himself in a mirror; puzlcd.
he stopped and gazed and linally ex-

claimed: "Hegorrn. they've nvvokt the
wrong man!"

Two girls iu Sacramento, Cal., who
thought it would be fun to black their
faces, unfortunately got a coloring
preparation that won't wash ofT. It
acts like dye on the skin, and chemists
say it will not probably wear off for
months.

Prof. A. S. Hill, speaking of the te-

dious mediocrity which characterizes
the compositions of college students,
says that one year, after reading two
or three hundred compositions on
"The Story of the Teni est," he found
himself in such profound ignorance of
plot and character that he had to read
the play to set himself right again.

If int n do us an evil turn, we write,
it in marble; if a good one, in dust.

Hidden virtue is of, eu despised, inas-
much as nothing extols It in our eyes

I.I.I.Nt i: -- A NKW K. I .

Late ii ll afternoon of the third
day the s anie sin-er- horse which had
borne tin me.se,ipT of Count Claudio,
Soilie t!;i s p;-- ' ioiisly, da-he- d sudden- -

lv tb.w.i the road, and las-e- d the outer
gat-- . Halt ng beyond the limit ihli of
Donat'. who s;it on tlie piazza himself,
and saw eer movement of the trav-
eler, the rid. f to k troiu his breast a
juiper, vshich he examined, aud then
turning his steed, he eamo slowlv
ba-k-

Having ridden up to the terrace
steps, he inquired, in a low and mod-
est to:;e of vo'.co. it one Count Donati
dwelt there. Upn receiving an an-

swer iu the uOirmatiw, he alighted,
handed the reins to the slave in wait-

ing, and approached the lordly pro-p- r

etor. who ret eied him with marked
ami chilling i oldne-s- . As the selli-- h

Count Donati turned towards him,
however, the coin- - tied from the Ital-
ian's lace, and he had no words for ut-

terance.
"Hae I ihe pleasure of speaking to

the proprietor of this fair residence?"
ask d ,J,e traveler, advancing to the
old Count s sub',

...S',Ie;lth- !- ,.X(.lainied Donati. "Am
J deceived?"

'T think not." respouded the stran- -

g-- ea Im ly.
"Ion an- - roiii Kodidiiho ?"
'T am Count laud.o," continued

the traveler, in the same modest ami
quiet tone; "a gentleman you were
formerly acquainted with, I think.'1

"Yes,' yes," said Count Donati,
qu'ekly ris'ng; "1 see; ye; come iu
come iu - this way. Count."

Now, Donati had not tho most re-

mote suspicion that Koilolpho would
lirst call upon him in person. He up-po- e

I that his messenger would come,
when he hoped to make out a case of
evasion, and compromise the matter.
So. when he beheld Count t lau lio be-

fore him, his thoughts tinned to the
bedroom interview, and he was not
prepared to speak with Kodolpho h f.

Forgetting what he was doing,
therefore, in bis excitement, he ad-

vanced at once to the reception-room- ,
instead of pre ed ng his visitor, as he
iuteutled to do. to his private parlor;
and ere be could recover fn iu the mis
take, he found hiiiiM If in the presence
of h s ward, the lovely I rancesea.

The fa r latlv arose, and curtsied
with grace, a- - Count Donati bung-lincl- y

-- a 1: "My friend. Siguor Ko-

dolpho -- S jrnor, my ward."
That was a happy circumstance for

at least one heart. The visitor at onc
entered into easy conversation; and his
iKirt.cularly agreeable manners hail
the e fleet of retorilig the disturbed
nerves of the Count, in a measure, who
soon afterwards asKed rram a to
exciisc him-a- nd with his guest he re- -

tired to transact some pressing mat- -

ters of business in his library.
As the stranger rose to go, he took

the hand of I rancesea iu his own, ami
eaid: "Good-nigh- t, lady!'' only when
u thrill shot through her frame, on tho
instant, and she staggered back, near
ly fainting, to the couch as they ite- -

narted. This incident was unobserved
by Count Donati; but the efi'e t was not
lost sight of by his friend, bignor Ko- -

dolpho. who paid nothing, however,
but followed his former leader into his
private apartment.

"Now, Kodolpho."
"Now. Kernardo," quickly respond-

ed his guest.
"Donati here," Miggested the old

Count, coldlv.
"Donati, then, or Kernardo.or what-

ever you will, so that I am not de-

tained here for want of the irold you
promi-ed.- "

"Knt you said you would fend a
messenger?"

"I thought better of it and came my-eclf- ."

"I have thought Iwttcr of my prom-
ise.'

"And what do you decide upon?"
"That I cannot submit to your de-- :

tnands."
What if I Increase the amount?"


